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The BC government has announced a “gradual” return of BC students to the classroom, 

beginning on June 1. 

The announcement was made on Friday morning , during a joint press conference with 

BC Premier John Horgan, Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry, and Education 

Minister Rob Fleming. 

“The science shows us that we’re ready to bring students back to school safely on a 

gradual and part-time basis,” said Horgan. “BC has done well under the guidance of our 

provincial health officials, and now is the time to take this next step together.” 

In making the announcement, Fleming noted that the return “won’t be back to the school 

life was before the pandemic,” noting that there “will be strict health and safety standards 

in place.” 

Fleming said that in an effort to make sure schools are safe for students and staff, the 

number of students in school each day will be reduced, with most receiving in-class 

instruction part time. 

School districts will determine scheduling for classes and transportation arrangements. 

For kindergarten to Grade 5, this means most students will go to school half time (such as 

alternating days), while grades 6 to 12 will go to school about one day a week. 

Children of essential service workers and students needing additional supports will have 

the option to attend school full time. Families that decide not to send their children to 

class may continue learning from home. 

Each school district and independent school must have its return-to-class and safety plans 

approved by the ministry before moving to the next stage, Fleming said. These plans will 

be posted on each district’s website for families to access. The ministry will support 

boards of education and independent school authorities in building these plans, and 

operations during the pandemic will be regularly monitored. 

Since returning to class is voluntary and most students will be attending part time, school 

leaders will contact families to make arrangements for children to return to in-class 

instruction, Fleming said. 
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