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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
Hello WVMEA members and Happy Holidays! It’s been an eventful year to say the least and it seems we have been 
getting closer to living our lives with a sense of a little bit more normality again as we hopefully continue in the right 
direction out of the whole Covid thing! 

We have moved back to having in person General Membership and Executive Board meetings, which has been great! 
Although, we will still be looking at different virtual options going forward to make sure we are making the meetings 
accessible as possible for everyone.

It has been a great year for our office staff and they have all been extra busy not ovly with helping our members, but 
specifically with School District contract negotiations. Bargaining went really well resulting  in a new Collective 
Agreement being ratified in early December. Big thanks to all of the Shop Stewards that were involved with bargaining 
as well! Next up is the Municipal contracts, fingers crossed that all goes quickly and smoothly.

I hope all of you are able to find a bit of time for family, yourselves, your pets, your friends, whoever or whatever is 
important in your life over the next couple of weeks. Stay safe and stay warm.

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER
Hello everyone, I want to take this opportunity to wish you all  a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! Whether you are 
celebrating with your family and friends around this time of the year or not, please take some time and enjoy the return 
to normality that we are all witnessing. 

We can safely say that COVID times are behind us now, although we are still dealing with it, the consequences are not 
as harsh as before and we have all learned how to cope with it. Overall, I can say everything looks better than a year 
ago.  Our members employed by the School Board have their new Collective Agreement in place and I am confident 
that we will be able to reach  a new Collective Agreement with the District of West Vancouver in the New Year.

I want to thank all WVMEA members for being part of this wonderful Association and for their continuous support. I also 
want to thank our Executive Board, our Trustees and our Office Employees as well, for their hard work and dedication to 
keeping everything on the right track and moving. Nothing would go the right way without all this collective effort to push 
things forward.

I won’t go any longer and talk about work and routine… 😊 Again, have a Merry Christmas and enjoy every minute if it!! 
😊😊

FROM THE BUSINESS AGENT
Hello Everyone, The first thing I would like to say is ‘Thank You’ for the warm welcome to the WVMEA.  I joined this 
organization at the beginning of this year and spent the first few months learning your collective agreements, how your 
Association supports and communicates with its members. I am amazed at the diversity and scope of services this 
organization represents. 

Serving and supporting people, for what brings joy and meaning, and for what is fair and just is central to my 
professional and personal values.  I am a Chemist by education and experience.  I come from a private sector union, 
the International Brotherhood of Boilermakers.  It was in that environment where my passion for supporting and 
protecting workers was nurtured and developed.

As the year is ending, we often reflect on what we have accomplished in 2022.  What I am most proud of is the 
connections I have made with people.  The relaxation of Covid 19 restrictions at the end of spring gave me the 
opportunity to meet people in their workplaces, have in person meetings and develop connections with people.  This 
autumn saw the Collective Bargaining process ramp up with both employers.  On December 12, 2022, the School 
Board members ratified their collective Agreement with an 84.6% approval.  We are hopeful that we will be able to 
achieve the same with the other Employer in 2023.

I am reminded of the words of the John Lennon “There’s nowhere you can be that isn’t where you’re meant to be.”  With 
that quote, please take some time over the winter break to be where you are meant to be; rest, relax and enjoy time 
with those around you.

WVMEA IN THE FOREST OF MIRACLES

WVMEA MEMBERSHIP
This past year we welcomed 328 new and returning members to the WVMEA! We had 187 Municipal members, 31 
Library Members, 5 Police members and 105 School Board members. The names of all 328  members were shared at 
our Membership Meetings throughout the course of the year. 

We also had the pleasure of congratulating 13 members on their Retirement, offering best wishes along with a token of 
our appreciation. We would like to take this opportunity to ask all members to inform us when a co-worker will be retiring 
so that we do not miss recognizing anyone.

This past year the WVMEA expanded into Social Media in hopes of increasing our member engagement. If you are not 
yet following us, please make sure to do so on Instagram and Facebook. Looking ahead to 2023 we endeavor to 
increase communication with our members through regular social media posts and news bulletins. And as always, do 
not hesitate to reach out us at the WVMEA, we are here for you, our members!

HOLIDAY SEASON OFFICE CLOSURE
The WVMEA office will be closed from Monday, December 26, 2022 through Monday, January 2, 2023. We look forward 
to connecting with our members when we reopen on Tuesday, January 3, 2023. Although the office will be closed, we 
understand that an emergency may come up. Should you have a matter that requires immediate attention, please leave 
a detailed voicemail with a return phone number at 604-925-7447 extension #2.

Connor Payne, President

Phyllis Van Rhyn, Business Agent

If you have had a chance to walk through the magical 
Forest of Miracles in Dundarave, perhaps you have come 
across our WVMEA tree. This was the first year the 
WVMEA participated in the Dundarave Festival of Lights. 

This special community event aims to people in need by 
raising funds for the Lookout Foundation providing support 
to those experiencing homelessness on the North Shore. 
Online Donations are open if you would like to contribute 
to this important cause. 

A big thank you to our Decorating Committee, Claudia, 
Doreen, Isabell, Jes, Nazanin, Ramon and Troy for braving 
the cold and creating a bright and beautiful tree 
representing our membership!

Catalin Fota, Business Manager
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https://www.instagram.com/westvanmea/
https://www.facebook.com/West-Vancouver-Municipal-Employees-Association-109645051637133/
https://www.dundaravefestival.com/
https://my.charitableimpact.com/groups/west-vancouver-municipal-employees-association

